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James II and Louis XIV: avengers and liberators. Ancient prophe-
cies, long forgotten, were recalled: bards sang how the ancient race
and Faith would win back lost lands and the usurpers be expelled
for ever:

" O! the French are on the sea!
Says the Shan van Vocht,
And it's where they ought to be,
Says the Shan van Vocht!
For ould Ireland shall be free
From the Shannon to the sea . . ."

Ulster ceased to be the mainstay of United Ireland: Catholic,
peasant Ireland took its place. Hundreds of thousands swore die
fatal oath and dedicated themselves to the dark, treasonable designs
of Wolfe Tone and Napper Tandy. As immediate assassination \vas
the punishment for even the suspicion of betrayal, and the flame of
rebellion spread unchecked, its leaders fanned it by evoking the
two most enduring hates of the Irish peasant: for the alien landlord
and the heretic tithe-owner.

The repercussions of Irish unrest beyond the borders of Ireland
were serious. In their panic the Irish authorities illegally sent
hundreds of arrested suspects to the fleet. These carried the infection
of United Irishry to their countrymen serving in the King's ships.
Coupled with the news of successful mutiny in England it con-
stituted a major problem for the Navy in every7 part of the world.

Nowhere was it so dangerous as in the Fleet off Cadiz. Here
Jervis, now Lord St. Vincent, tossing with his crowded ships off the
Spanish port, grappled for a whole year with an ugly hydra. The
news of the seamen's triumph at Spithead, which reached the Fleet
in the second half of May, cast his officers into deep gloom. With
so many of the crews miscreants capable of any crime, it was hard
to see how they could escape the prevailing infection.

But St. Vincent no more feared mutiny than he did the Spaniard.
He dealt with the least sign of it without hesitation or mercy. Asked
to pardon an offender because he was of good character, the grim
old man replied that he was glad of it, for till now he had only
hanged scoundrels but henceforward men would know that no